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90o  Parking

Small Court Yard Parking

Informal on-street Parking

Parallel Parking
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 9.1 Run off

The strategy for dealing with surface water run 

off from a development should be based on the 

existing topography and drainage regime and 

should be agreed between the different bodies 

who will be responsible for implementation and 

future maintenance. Detailed calculations will be 

required to determine the exact size of drainage 

facilities to prevent flooding 

9.2 Sustainable drainage

9.2.1 Swales

Drainage of roads in rural areas has often 

traditionally been via ditches. The gentle slope of 

these has usually meant that surface water reaches 

streams and rivers more slowly than through 

piped systems and has offered the opportunity 

for some infiltration, evaporation and natural 

treatment of potential pollutants. These principles 

can be adapted to deal with surface water run off 

from new streets. Swales are wider and shallower 

than conventional ditches and can potentially be 

incorporated into the highway verge. Whilst they 

are generally more suited to rural locations, they 

are also appropriate where streets front onto open 

space or incorporate wide areas of landscaping. In 

most cases, swales will remain dry for most of the 

time and therefore it may be appropriate for them 

to be combined with other amenity space. 

9.2.2 Ponds

It can be necessary to temporarily store significant 

volumes of water. This is to balance the increased 

rate of run-off from impermeable areas with the 

limited rates of discharge normally permitted to 

existing watercourses. Open ponds provide the 

opportunity to combine this requirement with 

a feature that can enhance the public realm and 

contribute towards the ecology of the area.  Where 

ponds are provided, these should preferably be of 

a type that normally have some water in them but 

can accommodate additional volumes by allowing 

higher water levels. The edges should be gently 

sloping and the use of water tolerant planting can 

be used to deter access by young children. “Dry” 

ponds with steep sides requiring safety fencing, 

and which only have the single infrequent function 

of providing temporary water storage, should be 

avoided.

9.2.3 Attenuation devices

Surface water can be attenuated in piped networks 

by providing larger diameter pipes and chambers 

with discharge restricted by a flow control device.

9.2.4 Permeable surfaces

An important contribution towards maintaining 

the existing drainage regime of a site is to allow 

water to permeate into the ground and either soak 

away or flow slowly towards a watercourse.  The 

use of open jointed block paving with underlying 

layer of gravel can significantly reduce run - off by 

comparison with conventional block paving or 

macadam

9.3 Street drainage

9.3.1 Gulleys and Gratings

Generally gulleys with iron gratings should be 

provided to drain impermeable areas of public 

realm. Gulleys should be located such that there 

are no large and relatively flat areas that will be 

slow to drain and should each serve no more than 

about 200 m2. Surface water from private areas 

and large unadopted areas should have their own 

drainage system. However a pragmatic view of this 

should be taken, which avoids over complicated 

detailing and the introduction of features that 

would detract from the appearance of places.

9.3.2 Drainage channels

Where there will be no kerb to guide run-off to 

gulleys, it may be appropriate to use drainage 

channels. These can either be open shallow dished 

channels for relatively small areas (up to 5 m2 / 

linear metre) or can be of a closed deeper section 

with either iron or slotted concrete covers. Narrow 

drainage channels which are likely to require 

excessive maintenance should be avoided
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10.1 General 

Soft landscape schemes are one of the most 

defining features in any street or public realm design.  

Whether they are an unmanaged indigenous hedge 

lining a country lane, or an avenue of majestic 

London Plane trees shading a royal procession along 

The Mall, the soft landscape has a major influence on 

the type of space that is created.

10.2 The Locale

Planting schemes should reflect the local landscape 

character unless special conditions apply.  If the 

setting is rural, the choice of plant species should be 

indigenous and should be appropriate to the scale of 

the development.  If the setting is urban the choice 

should echo and enhance the surrounding trends in 

planting.

Existing planting should be retained and 

designed into the proposals except under special 

circumstances.  Existing planting will always provide 

maturity to a scheme in a way that will make it seem 

to fit more comfortably into its surroundings.

10.3 Street Trees

In particular, it is tree planting that has the most 

significance for a road, street or spaces.  Trees can 

offer a sense of enclosure and spatial containment, 

slow traffic, be a barrier between traffic and the 

pedestrian and/or cyclist.  Trees can offer shade, 

shelter, improve air quality, be a habitat for wildlife, 

provide a sense of general well-being and be a 

reflection of the local character.  They can even offer 

an aid to natural drainage – trees absorb the first 

30% of most precipitation through their leaf system.  

Another 30% is absorbed by the root system. 

10.3.1 Location of Trees

Trees should be located clear of track ways, set back 

from kerb lines and should not obstruct sight lines.  

The set back required will depend on the species 

of tree and the likely future growth pattern.  In 

most cases, a minimum set back of 1 metre will be 

required.

Trees can also be used to divide, designate and shade 

parking areas and shared surfaces.  They can also 

divide carriageways and can separate footway from 

roads.  But wherever they are located, their mature 

size must be considered; trees planted too close to 

buildings or carriageways will always be vulnerable 

to being removed.  To avoid the loss of trees, space 

must be allowed at the design stage for their mature 

size.  The cross sections in this chapter give guidance 

on the minimum space to be provided.

10.3.2 Tree Species

As a general principle an adequate distance should 

be available to accommodate the planting of large 

scale (forest) trees.  Adequate distance should be 

allowed:

•	 between building blocks

•	 between building blocks and tree trunks

•	 between the road edge and tree trunks

•	 between trees themselves.

In order to gain some proportion and scale between 

buildings and trees, there should be a direct 

correlation between the height of buildings and the 

mature height of the trees.  Therefore, to allow the 

trees to mature to full size, there must be sufficient 

space between buildings.  This does not necessarily 

equate to road width, but sufficient width between 

tree canopies should be allowed to accommodate 

buses and delivery lorries.

On City streets space for trees of the stature of 

Platanus x hispanica with a mature height and 

diameter of 30m x 15m should be accommodated.  

To allow this street to become a bus route the 

distance between tree trunks should be a minimum 

of 14-16m.  The minimum distance from trunk to 

building face should be 8-9m to allow trees to obtain 

full maturity without the necessity of pruning and 

still allow light penetration to the building.
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On smaller urban streets, trees of the stature of 

Carpinus betulus, Robinia, Sophora, Gleditsia, 

Betula, Tilia, Faxinus, Acer with a mature height and 

diameter of between 25 x 8m to 18 x 8m should be 

accommodated.  The minimum distance between 

trunks should be 9-10m to allow for delivery lorries.  

The minimum distance from trunk to building face 

should be 7-8m to allow trees to obtain full maturity 

without the necessity of pruning and allow light 

penetration to the building.

Root zones of trees in streets should also be 

considered.  Space should be allocated within the 

highway for utilities and should not be placed within 

grass verges which accommodate trees.

Parking should be accommodated a minimum 

distance of 2.0m from the trunks of newly planted 

trees.

10.3.3 Tree Planting & Protection

Trees and other planting should be planted in 

adequate soil depths.  Tree pits should be a minimum 

of 1x1x1m deep backfilled with good quality topsoil.  

Shrubs beds should be a minimum of 450mm deep 

topsoil and grassed areas a minimum of 300mm 

deep topsoil.  Allowance should be made for liquid 

feeding for trees planted into ‘urban’ soils.

Trees in vulnerable locations such as shared surface 

areas should always be protected by some method.  

For example, bollards, surrounding planting etc.  

Trees in pavements should be set within a neat 

and tidy surround, e.g. tree grilles and guards, setts, 

natural bound gravel, porous resin-bound gravel.  

The type of surround will depend on the species 

of tree; trees prone to maturing with surface roots 

systems such as London Plane will lift tree grilles 

creating trip hazards.  A more flexible surface such as 

bound gravel should be used in these instances.

Planting intended for adoption by a public body 

should be capable of regeneration or easy renewal 

if vandalised.  Planting needs to be designed for 

minimal maintenance.  Evidence that buildings and 

walls have been built with adequate foundations to 

allow for tree and shrub growth may be required.

10.4 Verges

Verges may form part of the street, particularly in 

suburban and residential areas and can improve the 

environment of a street by softening the hard paved 

areas.  As well as accommodating tree planting, 

they can also have a drainage function or provide 

sightlines.  Verges containing tree planting should 

not accommodate utilities.

10.5 Boundaries & Enclosure

Streets are enclosed by buildings and usually private 

frontages.  For them to have coherence, the interface 

with the public realm needs to be carefully detailed. 

It is often appropriate for fences, walls, railings, 

hedges and other planting to separate private areas 

from public areas.  These can take on many difference 

designs and convey different approaches to the 

separation.  For instance, railings or a picket fence can 

convey a welcoming semi-public frontage.  Whereas 

a high fence or hedge conveys a very private space 

only to be entered by invitation.

Wall and fence design and materials should take a 

cue from the materials in use in the vicinity and the 

colour of fencing can be of particular importance.  

Hedges should be used where this is typical of local 

character.  These can vary in character from a high 

unmanaged, rural hedge to a neat, low lavender 

hedge along a suburban residential road.

Table 13.3 indicates boundary treatments that will 

normally be appropriate.  (Table to be amended.)
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10.6 Green Corridors

Green corridors are linear landscape features 

running through developments dedicated to 

wildlife movement, informal recreation and often 

pedestrian/cycle routes.  They are primarily designed 

to include the natural world within a development 

and to link it to the surrounding countryside.

They can also combine creative use of existing trees, 

watercourses, topographic features, soft boundaries 

to open countryside, new wildlife habitats and 

reinforcement and protection of existing sites of 

wildlife importance.  They can also maximise views 

from within a site and accommodate sustainable 

drainage features.

In planning for green corridors, a balance needs to 

be struck between access, preservation and levels of 

activity.  The overriding objective must be to protect 

and/or enhance the prime function of the particular 

corridor and to ensure that design strategies help 

deliver that prime function.

10.7 Amenity Spaces

Amenity spaces can be created within the 

streetscape.  These can range is size and importance 

from an incidental pocket park nestling at the 

pedestrian entrance to housing or a grand urban 

square, lined with trees and accommodating social 

and relaxation areas, entertainment opportunities as 

well as transport interchanges.

Amenity space should be provided in coherent, 

accessible and above all usable areas.  Smaller spaces 

that may primarily be of value for visual amenity 

should be limited to prominent key positions.

These spaces should be designed with the user in 

mind, particularly the pedestrian.  They should be 

clearly defined with pedestrian routes carefully 

considered at any early stage.  They should be 

designed with only high quality, durable materials 

and should include tree planting for shade and 

shelter and to soften the urban fabric.



C
h

ap
te

r
 t

en
 

la
n

d
sc

ap
e

E X A M P L E O F C I T Y S T R E E T W I T H S T R E E T T R E E S
N O T T O S C A L E

Note:- This cross section is of a
city street containing two
rows of trees at a semi-mature
state.

Tree Spp:- London Plane
Mature Ht at 30 yrs:- 30m
Mature W at 30yrs:- 16m

HARD PAVED PUBLIC REALM

3 Storey Building
Approx height 9m &
3m to ridge line of
roof

3 Storey Building
Approx height 9m &
3m to ridge line of
roofMIN 8m MIN 14m MIN 8m

VERGE PARKING
UTILITIES

CARRIAGEWAY PARKING
UTIL ITIES

VERGE CYCLE
PATH

HARD PAVED PUBLICREALM

9m 2.1m 8m 2.1m 9m

30.2m

Typical Cross-Section of City Street with Street 

Tree Spp:- London Plane

Mature Ht at 30 yrs:- 30m

Mature  W at 30 yrs:- 16m

Note - This cross section is of a city street containing two rows of trees at a semi-mature state.
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E X A M P L E O F S U B U R B A N S T R E E T W I T H S T R E E T T R E E S
N O T T O S C A L E

Note:- This cross section is of a
suburban street containing two
rows of trees at a semi-mature
state.

Tree Spp:- Lime
Mature Ht at 25 yrs:- 20m
Mature W at 25yrs :- 16m

3 Storey Building
Approx height 9m &
3m to ridge line of
roof

3 Storey Building
Approx height 9m &
3m to ridge line of
roof

MIN 6m MIN 10m MIN 6m

PATH PARKING
& VERGE

PRIVATE
FRONTAGE

UTILITIES CARRIAGEWAY UTILITIES PA RK ING
& VE RGE

P ATH PRIVATE
FRONTAGE

2m 2m 3m 7m 3m 2m

22m

2m

typical cross -section of SUBURBAN street with street trees 
not to scale

Tree Spp:- Lime
Mature  Ht at 25yrs:- 20m
Mature  W at 25 yrs:- 16m

Note:- This cross section is of a suburban street containing 
two rows of trees at a semi-mature state.
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11.1 Location

11.2 Cabinets & Kiosks

Requirements for cabinets and kiosks to house 

statutory undertakers equipment should be 

considered when the layout is being planned to 

avoid them subsequently compromising footway 

widths and having a detrimental effect on an 

otherwise attractive street scene. 

11.3 Covers

The likely location of covers to manholes and other 

service chambers should be considered. Whilst this 

may be seen as a detail, numerous covers, located 

apparently at random and of a contrasting colour 

to the surfacing, can significantly detract from the 

overall appearance. 

In block-paved areas, the use of recessed tray 

covers can provide a more uniform appearance 

to the surfacing. Making sure that rectangular 

covers are in line with the blockwork, together with 

careful detailing of the surround, will make a big 

difference. 

 11.4 Recycling & Waste Collection

Waste collection is an essential service and therefore 

must be considered when planning streets and 

public spaces. Generally, the provision of well 

connected streets and the avoidance of cu-de-sacs 

will enable routes for waste collection vehicles to be 

adequately accommodated. However, it should be 

recognised that in some circumstances it may be 

inappropriate in overall design terms to modify a 

layout simply to accommodate occasional very large 

refuse vehicles and consideration of other means of 

waste collection should be considered with the local 

waste authority as part of the consultative process. 

Designers should not assume that waste bins can be 

stored on street.

11.5 Street Cleansing

Future maintenance and cleansing of streets 

should be considered such that areas are not 

created that will be particularly difficult to cleanse 

in the future.

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/

BBED0BD8-9697-4493-BD48-988CC280FFEF/0/

herc2005_chap17.pdf 

Further Guidance   

‘Waste Management Design Guide’  

Cambridgeshire County Council
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Street lights and signs need to be well integrated 

into the design and the principles agreed at 

an early stage. Retrospective imposition of a 

“standard” streetlight layout onto a street without 

consideration of the position of buildings or 

the impact of lighting on the wider area is 

unacceptable. Similarly, the need to accommodate 

any signage should be considered at an early stage 

and thought given to how it will be located.

Each element of street furniture must have a clearly 

defined useful purpose to avoid unnecessary 

clutter.

12.1 Street Lights

Residents normally expect street lighting within 

their roads irrespective of the location, therefore 

lighting will usually be required in all new 

developments.

However, many rural places in Cambridgeshire do 

not have the same high intensity of lighting as 

that provided in City, Urban and Suburban areas. 

Indeed, in some rural areas, virtually no street 

lighting exists.  Street lighting is installed primarily 

to make the passage of vehicles and pedestrians 

safer but also to provide some security against 

night time crime and the fear of crime.  A careful 

balance therefore needs to be struck between 

providing lighting to enhance security and at the 

same time exercising restraint to maintain the 

character and dark skies of these places.

The guidance given on lighting levels 

recommended purely to illuminate highways 

should not be regarded inflexibly and the creative 

use of lighting in more urban areas can enhance 

the setting of buildings and public spaces 

although designers will need to consider a balance 

between the environmental impacts and the desire 

to minimise visual intrusion in the public realm.  

12.1.1 Location

Street lights would normally be column mounted 

as this generally offers the most efficient way 

of delivering the desired level of illumination.  

Wall mounted lanterns can help to minimise 

the amount of clutter on street but they can 

be inefficient in the way they deliver light and 

may require additional lanterns to be provided, 

thereby increasing power consumption and long 

term maintenance costs.  There is therefore an 

environmental balance to be made in the amount 

of energy used and the desire to avoid cluttering 

streets with street lighting columns.

Designers will need to ensure that the use of 

building mounted lights does not undermine 

the efficiency of the design in terms of overall 

energy consumption.  The location of any building 

mounted lights will need to be sited to allow 

optimum light onto the highway at the time of 

installation and into the future and will require 

appropriate access for maintenance through a 

wayleave system.  

Careless use of street furniture can detract  
from an otherwise attractive street



C
h

ap
te

r
 t

w
el

ve
 

st
r

ee
t 

li
g

h
ts

 &
 s

ig
n

s

The location of lighting columns should avoid 

impacting on pedestrian and cycle routes.  In 

general they should either be at the rear of 

paths or within verges.  Columns should be set 

back appropriate distances from the edge of 

carriageway taking into account the category of 

road upon which they are placed.   

12.2 Signs

The aim should be to create a public realm that 

is as free from clutter as possible. Minimising 

highway signage can help achieve this. In a legible 

place with a strong sense of character and low 

vehicle speeds, it should be unnecessary to direct 

people or warn against the unexpected. 

Many highway signs are not a legal requirement. 

However, where there is a statutory requirement 

for a sign, or where it is considered absolutely 

essential to provide one, they should be of 

minimum size and located as sensitively as 

possible. For example signs can be fitted to existing 

columns or bracketed from buildings. 

Street nameplates should be of a design 

appropriate to the area and fixed to buildings or 

boundary walls wherever possible.

12.3 Road Markings

The absence of road markings can significantly 

enhance the appearance of a street and can reduce 

the impression of vehicle domination. As with 

signage, there should be little or no need for road 

markings if the layout is clear and vehicle speeds 

are low and it should be presumed that secondary 

and tertiary streets will not normally require any 

road markings. 

Where markings are required, such as at a 

junction with a main street or to enforce parking 

restrictions, they should be of the minimum widths 

permitted.
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Many materials are mainly chosen on the basis of 

cost and the ability to maintain them in the future. 

Whilst these are understandable considerations, 

the aesthetic quality of the materials used in the 

public realm can play an important part in lifting 

the character of a place. 

A limited, but carefully considered, palette of 

materials is likely to produce a more pleasing result 

and will be easier to maintain in the future. The 

following sections give guidance on materials that 

will normally be acceptable. However this does 

not rule out the use of alternatives where it can 

be demonstrated that they are appropriate for a 

particular place. 

13.1 Surfacing

13.1.1 Carriageways and shared surfaces

Blacktop

The most commonly used material for 

carriageways is bituminous macadam or asphalt, 

usually referred to as “blacktop”. Whilst in itself, not 

particularly aesthetically pleasing, it provides a 

smooth, durable and relatively easily maintainable 

surface for vehicles. 

Small element concrete block paving

This is generally more suitable for areas with 

low traffic flows and is particularly useful to help 

reinforce pedestrian priority on shared surfaces or 

to encourage lower vehicle speeds. It is available in 

a variety of types that now include some suitable 

for permeable pavements. Whilst consideration 

will be given to specific types for a particular 

development, the following types will normally be 

preferred.

Regular 200mm x 100mm block with integral 

spacers and chamfered edges to BS EN1338

Rustic finish blocks of various sizes, Textured 

granite aggregate setts

Bound gravel surface dressing

This may be appropriate for streets with very  

low traffic flows and where the number of heavy 

vehicle likely to use them is insignificant.   Adoption 

of bound gravel materials would depend on the 

construction specification. Table 13.1. indicates the 

preferred materials in different locations.

 13.1.2 Car parking areas 

Car parking areas are subject to wheel scuffing and 

potential oil staining. Therefore surfaces that could 

be easily damaged or light coloured should be 

avoided.  
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The use of alternative materials such as paviors 

and slabs can enhance the look of a street and be 

more sympathetic to the style of the development, 

however their proximity to the carriageway may 

impact upon the future maintenance and suitable 

construction depths are required .  Where blacktop 

materials are proposed the use of chippings rolled 

into the material could be considered to enhance 

the appearance, however technical advice should 

be sought.  Wherever blacktop materials are used 

on wide footways consideration should be given 

to softening a bland appearance by suitable edge 

treatments possibly by the use of paviors. 

Shared use footways where cycling is permitted 

should be identified in city and urban 

environments by the use of red surfacing.  Where 

pedestrians and cyclists are segregated on shared 

footways, red surfacing may be useful to indicate 

the part of the footway for cyclists with a solid 

white line used to demarcate the segregation. 

13.1.4 Footways & Cycleways

People walking and cycling tend to have more 

appreciation of the quality of the public realm.  

Footways usually abut buildings and boundaries 

and consequently need to be responsive to them.  

The materials used for footways and cycleways 

should therefore be chosen with care, including 

their future maintenance.  Whilst they still need to 

be durable, they generally do not need to have the 

same level of structural performance as materials 

used in the carriageway and therefore there is the 

opportunity to use more variety.  The choice of 

material should also reflect the context.  

Table 13.3 sets out some options for footway and 

cycleway materials.  Blacktop materials can provide 

a functional surface which can be appropriate in 

some areas although the appearance can often be 

bland, adding little to visual amenity.  

13.2 Kerbs & Edgings

High quality kerbs and edgings can significantly 

lift the design of the street. This is particularly 

important where blacktop is used and where 

the use of standard concrete units would result 

in a drab design. Using wider kerbs can also help 

reinforce the quality of the adjacent footway.  

Granite kerbs will give a very high quality feel, 

particularly in city areas. However, textured pre-cast 

concrete kerbs with granite aggregate can provide 

a good alternative. 

13.3 Boundary Treatments

Boundary treatments form an important part of 

the streetscene and help reinforce character and 

local distinctiveness 
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City Urban Suburban Rural

Carriageway Shared 

Surface

Carriageway Shared 

Surface

Carriageway Shared 

Surface

Carriageway Shared 

Surface

Main 

Street

Blacktop (Granite 

aggregate 

setts)

Blacktop (Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving)

Blacktop 

Regular 

Paving

(Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving)

Blacktop (Rustic 

paving)

Secondary 

Street

Blacktop  

Grainite 

aggregate 

setts 

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving 

 

Grainite 

aggregate 

setts 

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving

Blacktop  

Grainite 

aggregate 

setts 

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving 

 

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving

Blacktop 

Regular 

Paving

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving

Blacktop 

Rustic 

paving

Rustic 

paving 

Tertiary 

street

Blacktop  

Grainite 

aggregate 

setts 

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving 

 

Grainite 

aggregate 

setts 

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving

Blacktop 

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving

Blacktop 

Regular 

Paving 

Rustic 

paving

Rustic 

paving 

Regular 

paving 

Bound 

gravel

Blacktop 

Bound 

Gravel 

Rustic 

paving

Rustic 

paving 

Bound 

gravel 

City Urban Suburban Rural

Paved private strip to 

building 

Masonary walls 

Iron railings

Paved private strip to 

building 

Brick walls 

Iron railings

Hedges                                 Low 

planter 

Timber fences 

Grassed open frontages

Paved private strip to 

building 

Low planter 

Hegdes 

Timber picket fence 

 

City Urban Suburban Rural

Main Street

Granite agregate pc 

slabs 

Yorkstone slabs 

Regular paviors 

Rustic paviors

Granite agregate pc 

slabs 

Regular paviors 

Granite agregate 

pc slabs 

Regular paviors 

Blacktop 

Blacktop 

Bound gravel

Secondary 

Street

Granite agregate pc 

slabs 

Yorkstone slabs 

Regular paviors 

Rustic paviors

Granite agregate pc 

slabs 

Regular paviors 

Blacktop 

Granite agregate 

pc slabs 

Regular paviors 

Blacktop 

Rustic paviors 

Blacktop 

Bound gravel

Tertiary 

street

Granite agregate pc 

slabs 

Yorkstone slabs 

Regular paviors 

Rustic paviors

Granite agregate pc 

slabs 

Regular paviors 

Blacktop 

Granite agregate 

pc slabs 

Regular paviors 

Blacktop 

Rustic paviors 

Blacktop 

Bound gravel

Table 13.1  Carriageway Materials

Table 13.2 Boundary treatments

Table 13.3 Footpath and Cycle way materials
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The public realm will probably have several 

functions, such as highway, amenity space, and 

drainage. As mentioned in section 3.4, privately 

maintained frontages can also effectively form 

part of the public realm. It is important that future 

responsibilities are discussed and agreed at an 

early stage and that a strategy for looking after 

the whole of the public realm is established. 

Creating a well-coordinated public realm will 

inevitably require some flexibility over who will 

be responsible for what. The aim should be to 

establish who has predominant responsibility and 

seek to agree what needs to be done to enable this 

to happen.

14.1 Highway Adoption

Cambridgeshire County Council, as local highway 

authority, will normally be responsible for the 

following areas within the public realm, subject 

to policy and specification requirements being 

satisfied: 

•	 Areas available for the movement of people 

and vehicles, i.e. carriageways, footways and 

cycle paths. The adoption of permeable 

surfaced may be dependent on suitable 

commuted sums being agreed. 

•	 Unallocated parking areas within or adjacent to 

carriageways with suitable controls funded by 

developer

•	 Areas that accommodate forward visibility or 

junction sightlines

•	 Margins to accommodate statutory 

undertakers mains services

•	 Highway lighting

Where all policy and specification requirements 

can’t be met it may be possible for areas to be 

adopted provided suitable commuted sums are 

agreed. 

14.2 Trees

Trees on the highway will normally be maintained 

by local district or parish councils or other third 

parties. 

14.3 Adoption of open space community 

facilities 

Amenity areas, such as public open spaces and play 

areas, will normally be adopted by local district 

councils. These spaces may also include sustainable 

drainage features provided that they also have 

some amenity value. 

14.4 Drainage Authority

Anglian Water will normally adopt main surface 

water sewers that do not predominantly take 

run off from the highway. Currently, the drainage 

authority will not adopt open watercourses or 

storage ponds that form part of a sustainable 

drainage system

14.5 Management Companies

Where there is no duty for spaces to be adopted 

by any of the statutory bodies, a management 

company set up on behalf of residents may offer a 

suitable way of dealing with future responsibilities 

for maintenance. This option is more likely to 

be successful in situations where there is clear 

connection between the responsibilities of the 

management company and the immediate 

expectations of residents, for example, a play area 

within a home zone.  It is less likely to be successful 

where a management company is responsible for 

remote and less obvious areas. 

14.6 Neighbourhood & Private Responsibility

The following areas will normally be expected to 

be the responsibility of private owners:

•	 Driveways serving less than about 6 dwellings or 
individual commercial premises

•	 Footpaths that are predominantly for the benefit 
of small groups of dwellings but may provide a 
public route

•	 Private or paved strips fronting buildings

14.7

Effective management of on street car parking will 

usually require the imposition of traffic regulation 

orders. These should be implemented in such a 

way as to minimise the need for signage or road 

markings.
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The preceding sections have detailed the different 

considerations that will have to be taken into 

account when designing streets and public spaces, 

and have highlighted the various procedures 

and responsibilities. The success of the places we 

create will be largely dependent on how well these 

different factors have been integrated and how 

responsibility for looking after them is coordinated.  

15.1 Integrated Design

Particular attention should be paid to the 

interfaces between spaces with different functions 

and future maintenance responsibility, to ensure 

that they appear as seamless as possible. The 

following examples are not intended to represent 

a particular solution, but indicate some features of 

integrated design that will be expected related to 

different types of street.

The following guidance is intended to illustrate 

how different streets within the four urban types 

could be approached incorporating some of the 

following features.

City
• 	 Broader footways to accommodate 		

higher levels of pedestrian activity

•	 Brass studs deliniate highway adoption

•	 Cycle parking 

•	 Some street lamps fixed to buildings

•	 Designed in space for bus shelter 

•	 Bus ticket machine fixed to shelter 

•	 Parking bays with permeable paving

Urban
•	 Segregated cycle lanes on primary routes 

•	 Low kerb between cycle lane and footpath

•	 Bus shelters

•	 Widened footway to accommodate bus shelter

•	 Cycle racks near bus stop

•	 Chamfered corners to provided 			 
pedestrian intervisibility

•	 Cyclists share carriageway in minor street

•	 Tactile paving

•	 Widened footway at junction can accommodate 
trees

•	 Swale / SUDS within frontage of 			 
buildings 

•	 Car parking bays clearly defined

Suburban
•	 Segregated cycle way and footpath due 		

to high level of cycling anticipated

•	 Some on street visitor parking

•	 Street lighting column located between 		
parking spaces

•	 Paving continued to building with high 		
boundary denoted by marked studs

•	 Parking stands for cycles on privately 		
maintained forecourts

•	 Footway and cycle way continued at 		
grade with vehicle access ramped up

•	 Low kerb between cycle way and footpath 

•	 No distinction between highway verge 		
and open space

•	 SWALE within public open space forms a 		
feature and deters vehicles

Rural
•	 Off street parking for shops

•	 Bus shelter incorporated into building layout

•	 Variable carriageway width can accommodate 	
some on street parking

•	 Space within village green can flood to  	
attenuate surface water run off from adjacent 	

paved area

•	 Simple materials, bound gravel surface, textured 
kerbs, black top carriageways

•	 Minimal road marking to denote priority 

Homezones 

•	 Individual designs will vary in character but 
should contain most or all of the following 
features

•	 Entrance gateway feature incorporating ramp, 
tight radius and carriageway narrowing

•	 Distinctive surfacing

•	 Trees and landscaping

•	 Semi formal car parking spaces

•	 Cycle parking

•	 Play equipment

•	 Street furniture 

•	 Facilities for refuse collection

•	 No through route for vehicles except 
interconnection to other homezones

•	 Links to footway and cycleway network

•	 The following examples are merely indicative 
and do not necessarily represent a particular 
design solution.

15.2 Check list

The checklist is intended to summarise the key 

points in this guide and to act as an aide memoir 

throughout the process. The aim should be to 

answer YES to all the questions. 
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City
SecondaryPrimary Tertiary

Typical Range

Carriageway width 8.0 6.5 – 10.0

Footway width 2.5 2.0 – 4.0 

Cycleway width* 2.0 1.8 – 2.0

Verge / tree set back* 1.5 1.0 – 2.0 

Parking bays formal  

Building set back 0.5 0 – 2.0

(* where proposed)

Typical Range

Carriageway width 6.0 5.5 – 7.0

Footway width 2.0 1.8 – 2.5 

Parking bays formal  

Building set back 0.5 0 – 1.0

Typical Range

Carriageway width 5.0 4.5 – 5.5

Footway width 2.0 1.8 – 2.5 

Parking bays formal  
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URBAN SecondaryPrimary Tertiary

Typical Range

Carriageway width 7.0 6.0 – 8.0

Footway width 2.0 1.8 – 2.5

Cycleway width* 2.0 1.8 – 2

Tree set back* 1.0 1.0 – 2.0

Parking bays formal  

Building set back 2.0 0.5 – 3.0

(* where proposed)

Typical Range

Carriageway width 5.5 5.0 – 6.0

Footway width 2.0 1.8 – 2.5

Parking bays formal  

Building set back 1.5 0.5 – 3.0

Typical Range

Carriageway width 5.0 4.5 - 5.5

Footway width 2.0 1.8 - 2.5

Cycleway width 2.0 1.8 - 2

Verge width n/a  

Parking bays formal  
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SUBURBANSecondaryPrimary Tertiary

Typical Range

Carriageway width 7.0 6.5 – 7.5

Footway width 2.0 1.8 - 2.5

Cycleway width* 2.0 1.8 – 2.0

Verge/ tree set back* 2.0 1.0 – 2.0 

Parking bays formal  

Building set back 3.0 2.0 – 5.0

(* where proposed)

Typical Range

Carriageway width 5.5 5.0 – 6.0

Footway width 2.0 1.8 - 2.5

Verge width 2.0 1.0 – 2.0 

Parking bays formal  

Building set back 3.0 2.0 – 4.0

Typical Range

Carriageway width 5.0 4.0 - 5.5

Footway width 1.5 1.5 - 2.0

Parking bays informal  
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RURAL SecondaryPrimary Tertiary

Typical Range

Carriageway Width 5.0 4.5 – 5.5

Footway Width 2.0 1.8 – 2.5

Cycleway Width 2.0 On carriageway

Verge Width * Not normal  

Parking Bays Formal Also informal  

Building Set Back 5.0 2.0– 10.0

(*where Proposed)

Typical Range

Carriageway width 5.0 4.5 - 5.5

Footway width 1.5 1.5 - 2.0

Parking bays informal  

Building set back 5.0 0.5 – 10.0

Typical Range

Carriageway width 5.0 4.5 - 5.5

Footway width 2.0 1.8 - 2.5

Cycleway width 2.0 1.8 - 2

Verge width n/a  

Parking bays formal  
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15.2 Check list

The checklist is intended to summarise the key 

points in this guide and to act as an aide memoir 

throughout the process. The aim should be to 

answer YES to all the questions. 

1 Is a collaborative approach being taken?

2 Have roles and responsibilities been identified?

3 Does everyone understand the urban context?

4 Has historical context been taken into account?

5 Has the topography been taken into account?

6 Will there be good links to other places?

7 Is there a consensus on what sort of place it will be?

8
Have hierarchy plans been produced for Activity, Character and 

Movement?

9 Does every space on the plan have a function?

10 Are the extents of public space and private domain clear?

11 Have unsupervised or unsecurable spaces been eliminated? 

12 Has sufficient space been provided for pedestrians

13 Have the needs of the disabled been taken into account?

14 Are cycle routes appropriately located?

15 Will there be sufficient space for storing cycles?

16
If appropriate, have the needs of equestrians been taken into 

account?

17
Will everyone be within a reasonable walking distance of a regular 

bus route?

18 Have bus stops and shelters been incorporated into the design?

19 Will the street layout help encourage lower vehicle speeds?

20 Are the streets defined by the buildings and landscape?

21 Can large vehicles be accommodated?

22
Is there the right balance between providing sufficient visibility and 

creating an attractive urban form?

23
Can the likely demands for car parking be accommodated without 

adverse impact on the streetscene?

24
Has dealing with surface water run off been integrated into the 

overall design? 

25 Has an appropriate level of landscaping been included in the plan?

26
Have statutory undertakers plant and services been considered and 

incorporated into the plan?

27 Are facilities for refuse collection and recycling provided?

28 Is there a design strategy for street lighting and signage?

29

Has an appropriate palette of materials been proposed to provide 

an attractive and contextual public realm that can be maintained in 

the future? 

30
Is there a strategy for future adoption and stewardship of all of the 

public realm?

31 Have all the elements of the design been well integrated?






