














Key issues and findings
Wastewater (do the sewage works require upgrading?)

Key works where there may be issues:

1) Ely & Ely New sewage works: Capacity for extra flows, division of
flow between two works. May also be taking flow from other works

2) Littleport: Increase capacity for flow

3) Soham: Upgrade to treatment capacity because of limited capacity
of river to take more flow

4) Bottisham: Increase capacity for flow

Other considerations
Water demand management will affect flow to sewage works

Also need further work to assess required upgrade to sewers and
impact on storm overflows (Outline and Detailed Phase work)
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Key issues and findings

Flood risk

PPG25 SFRAs completed for East
Cambs and Fenland

PPS25 SFRA completed for
Wisbech

Level 1 SFRA will need to
. Collate and review outputs
. Update mapping

° Test using climate change
model output

Assess in relation to sing
areas

Review drainage options/SuDS
potential in development areas

Scope for SWMP

Sustainable urban drainage is a key part of

project vision as it controls drainage and
flood risk at source, as well as providing
other benefits (ecological, amenity, water

resources potential)

Planning guidance may help develop
consistent approach and optimise
opportunities to develop green space

Desktop study highlighted that attenuation
approaches will be key to the district due
to underlying geological/soil constraints.

Need to tie into IDB activities

Adoption and maintenance of system

critical

Choosing the most sustainable?
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Key areas to consider for next phase of work

1) Water demand management and water neutrality

2) Impacts of abstraction on habitats

3) Impact of wastewater discharges on rivers and habitats

4) Further assessment of flood risk

5) Requirements to upgrade sewage works (e.g. Ely, Littleport)
6) Assess climate change impacts on water cycle
7)

8)

9)

10
11

Requirements for new sewers, water mains and pumping stations
Costs and sustainability of infrastructure options

Funding mechanisms

) Council policy and guidance

) Stakeholder engagement
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3. Group Discussions

The following tables set out the discussion points from each of the four (A-D) discussion groups.

3.1 Group A

Table 3.1 Group A Response to Scope Question

Scope - From what you’ve heard, has the scoping study considered the key points that you would expect? Is there
anything else that should be considered during the Water Cycle Strategy process?

Strengthen Green Infrastructure links with the Water Cycle Study
Clear responsibilities of organisations (water boundaries are not in parallel with the Local Authorities)

Integrated Drainage Boards — under review — drainage under council / authority? Flood bill starts process consultation in July — financial
implications

Loss of agricultural land — changing land use survey

Needs to tie in with minerals and waste policy

Integrate with the Earith / Mepal Area Action Plan

Maintaining and controlling licences and water transfer controls
Water efficiency in rural habitats/environment and agriculture

Different to Cambridge Water Cycle Study, as a rural nature of the study

Table 3.2 Group A Response to Engagement Question

Engagement - How can we best engage with your organisation over the next 18 months to keep you informed with
the study and to gain your input for future work?

General Public — Engagement and ownership

Developer engagement — developer forum

Need to ensure that the organisations involved e.g. Anglian Water, Local Authorities, Environment Agency etc are coordinated
Feed into Neighbourhood Panels — District Councils run, Parish Council input, feeds into Strategic Development Committee
Workshops with Anglian Water/Integrated Drainage Boards/Environment Agency - These organisation on problem solving

Justifications for surface water management planning / connections by Anglian WaterAWS need to be looked at
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Engagement - How can we best engage with your organisation over the next 18 months to keep you informed with
the study and to gain your input for future work?

Regional Spatial Strategy review — put feedback via Regional Spatial Strategy review work for Local Authorities
Integrated Drainage Boards direct involvement and engagement

Use Local Area Agreements and Local Strategic Partnerships

Look at Waste promotions and use ideas in water

Table 3.3 Group A Response to Delivery Question

Delivery — How would you like to see the study develop to ensure its findings can be used to support the planning
process?

Tariff to support funding streams

Identify what is not included in the range of funding requirements

Ensure the WCS clearly identifies the costs and a funding strategy to support delivery
Long term views from all stakeholders

Greater differentiation of the types of water and their uses (in the scope
Confrontational Nature of Planning

More efficient delivery

Include the demands from wildlife

Take Account of Local Events

3.2 Group B

Table 3.4 Group B Response to Scope Question

Scope - From what you’ve heard, has the scoping study considered the key points that you would expect? Is there
anything else that should be considered during the Water Cycle Strategy process?

Links with Green Infrastructure
Ensure Rural Areas are considered
Scope management arrange for water (Surface Water Management Plans)

Educate the public — who has responsibility

Undertake public relations — to make them aware of water issues
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Scope - From what you’ve heard, has the scoping study considered the key points that you would expect? Is there
anything else that should be considered during the Water Cycle Strategy process?

Maintenance of Rivers — link to Pitt Review and Local Planning Authority, Legislation
Sustainability and maintenance of Rivers and banks

Surface Water Management Plans — Who, the County, responsibility for training and funding
Include a Project Timetable

Needs to be a useable document

Table 3.5 Group B Response to Engagement Question

Engagement - How can we best engage with your organisation over the next 18 months to keep you informed with
the study and to gain your input for future work?

Focus Groups — In each area, include Local Strategic Partnerships, Neighbourhood Panels
Newsletter, at each stage of the project or every six months

Regular updates to interested parties, potentially by email

Events in Each Area to gain local knowledge both urban and rural

Two way talking/dialogue from all parties

Meeting/presentations with Planners both strategic and Development Control and the relevant committees

Table 3.6 Group B Response to Delivery Question

Delivery — How would you like to see the study develop to ensure its findings can be used to support the planning
process?

Integrate recommendations within Planning Policies

Consider by both large and small scale development

Include the Local Strategic Partnerships as have a wide geographical and organisation reach
Integrate with Neighbouring regions

Include the Review of the Regional Spatial Strategy to allow the testing of growth options
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Table 3.7 Group B Response to Economic Downturn Question

Economic downturn

Does not affect Water Cycle Study but does the developers
Gives time to plan!
Lack of certainty of when development will come forward

Tipping points for infrastructure may need to be identified

33 Group C

Table 3.8 Group C Response to Scope Question

Scope - From what you’ve heard, has the scoping study considered the key points that you would expect? Is there
anything else that should be considered during the Water Cycle Strategy process?

Maintenance of rivers — Strategic Flood Risk Assessment flood, Water Cycle Study sewage capacity — flow, water quality environment, flood
and distribution

Sea level (in Water Cycle Study and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment)
Maintenance: Repair of banks (scoped in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment)
Modelling — changes in management of washes, effecting people

Hierarchy of demand

Importance of Regional Spatial Strategy review — latest in the Water Cycle Study

Add which parameters can be influenced, which are fixed (e.g. (a) this many houses — no deliver, (b) capacity for this many houses — that is
what will be delivered)

Table 3.9 Group C Response to Engagement Question

Engagement - How can we best engage with your organisation over the next 18 months to keep you informed with
the study and to gain your input for future work?

All documents online (considering confidentiality, including models, tech reports. Public Relations)
Combined website and one for East Cambs and one for Fenland, to allow for specific issues in boundaries as well

Access to website and email alerts
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Engagement - How can we best engage with your organisation over the next 18 months to keep you informed with
the study and to gain your input for future work?

Producing newsletters so they can be distributed to stakeholders
Community Engagement with Farming community (Integrated Drainage Board rep)
Community Engagement with Landowners generally (including developers)

Engagement should be appropriately timed

Close Engagement with Planning Process

Table 3.10 Group C Response to Delivery Question

Delivery — How would you like to see the study develop to ensure its findings can be used to support the planning
process?

Key issues constraints that would effect development

Flag up alternative locations

Change of uses of Washes and expansion of Wicken

How is water going to be supplied? Interaction of water shortage and flooding. How can they be managed collectively, rather than in isolation
Giving weighting to issues based on their local importance

Innovative solutions/combined solutions — not forgetting the importance of small scale solutions e.g. within Was building freshwater reservoir
Small scale such as sensors on urinals

Recharge of aquifers (using abstraction boreholes for recharge

Table 3.11  Group C Response to Economic Downturn Question

Economic downturn and WCS

Slow down of development
Demand still present

Plan for number of houses not years

Not time fixed.
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3.4 Group D

Table 3.12 Group D Response to Scope Question

Scope - From what you’ve heard, has the scoping study considered the key points that you would expect? Is there
anything else that should be considered during the Water Cycle Strategy process?

Costs due infrastructure increasing due to climate change

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems maintenance — existing Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems /surface water drainage
Funding of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems — especially retro fitting, and especially retrofitting
Multifunctionallity of surface water management including links with Green Infrastructure

Integrated Partnerships Arrangement

Inclusion of rural areas

Inter —seasonal storage to mitigate higher rainfall summer/lower winter

Take account of National Water Transfer

Potential Energy Recovery from hot water — household scale

Vulnerable infrastructure e.g. sewage/water treatment works

Legislative regs. E.g. Habitats Directive

Funding post-developer

Biodiversity issues upstream / Downstream of Water Cycle Study

Less Sewage Flows and wider biodiversity issues (Regional Biodiversity Maps)

Nitrate extracts- where does waste go?

Potential impact of subsidence

Table 3.13 Group D Response to Engagement Question

Engagement - How can we best engage with your organisation over the next 18 months to keep you informed with
the study and to gain your input for future work?

Anglian Water — Very Happy

Opportunity for a newsletters to provide info

Maintain/improve use of website/e-newsletters and provide opportunities for feed in / make comment
Roadshows in each district

Developer’s forums

Engagement with Local Development Frameworks and Statutory Consultees
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Engagement - How can we best engage with your organisation over the next 18 months to keep you informed with
the study and to gain your input for future work?

Links with Parish Plans

Provide basis for Surface Water Management Plans
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4. Plenary Discussion

Following the group discussions and the conclusions of the group discussion fed back to all the attendees, a short
plenary discussion was undertaken.

Does the Water Cycle Study Take age of the existing drainage system?

The Water Cycle Study is primarily focused on new development, however, the potential for new infrastructure
could be considered as part of new development which would have an impact o the existing drainage infrastructure.

Will the Surface Water Management Plan promote water management to the public?

Guidance on communicating the risk to public as part of the Surface Water Management Plan process is currently
being developed. It was raised that the management of water in agriculture should be taken into account as
agriculture is a large user of water but is developing efficiencies at current.

What is the potential impact of Mereham, does the Water Cycle Study take account of it?

In its current form the Water Cycle Study will not take account of the potential development at Mereham, as it
should consider the location of committed growth, and directions of growth as outlined in the appropriate Core
Strategy. However the Water Cycle Study is a living document, which will be regularly reviewed and updated.

Agreement with developers, need to take account of the potential impacts a developer going bankrupt and key
infrastructure not coming forward. The Water Cycle Study is required to be innovative in its recommendations and
set out potential structures and approaches for the delivery of infrastructure.

Development outside the catchment and adjoining water cycle studies need to be considered and integrated with the
work. The comments were welcomed, and the Water Cycle Study will be seeking to include such information.

Will all the information, both reports and modelling be made available?

It is envisaged that the Water Cycle Study will as far as possible graphically represent its finding to the user. There
is potential to make as much of the Water Cycle Study information available to people, however, some information
used in the production of the Study is commercially sensitive and cannot be made publicly available. One piece of
information that the attendee wished to know what how much energy is required for pumps on the Fens.

Public engagement — there are potential links with community projects for the education of the public. For
example the In Bloom projects have raised awareness of recycling and such an approach could be adopted with
water.
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5. Next Steps

The overall project timeline for the completion of the complete strategy is as follows:
® Scoping Stage - To be completed and signed off, and published to the public by Summer 2009
e Stage 1- Consultants to be appointed Autumn 2009 and the report to be complete by Spring 2010.

e Stage 2 - Consultants to be appointed Spring 2010 and report complete and published by Christmas
2010.
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Appendix A
Organisations Invited to the Event

Table A1 Organisations invited to the stakeholder group

Organisation

Cambridgeshire Horizons

Cambridgeshire County Council

Fenland District Council

East Cambs District Council

Environment Agency

Natural England

Middle Level Commissioners

Ely Group of Drainage Boards

Anglian Water

Waterwise East

Kings Lynn & W. Norfolk BC

Opportunity Peterborough

Peterborough City Council

Forest Heath DC

Ashley Parish Council

Elm Parish Council

Benwick Parish Council

Christchurch Parish Council

Doddington Parish Council

Gorefield Parish Council

Leverington Parish Council

Manea Parish Council

March Town Council

P
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Organisation

Newton Parish Council

Whittlesey Town Council

Wisbech St Mary Parish Council

Wimblington Parish Council

Parson Drove Parish Council

Tydd St Giles Parish Council

Chatteris Town Council

Wisbech Town Council

Ashley Parish Council

Bottisham Parish Council

Brinkley Parish Council

Burrough Green Parish Council

Burwell Parish Council

Cheveley Parish Council

Chippenham Parish Council

Coveney Parish Council

Dullingham Parish Council

Ely Town Council

Fordham Parish Council

Haddenham Parish Council

Isleham Parish Council

Kennett Parish Council

Kirtling Parish Council

Little Downham Parish Council

Little Thetford Parish Council

Littleport Town Council

Lode Parish Council
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Organisation

Mepal Parish Council

Reach Parish Council

Snailwell Parish Council

Soham Town Council

Stetchworth Parish Council

Stretham Parish Council

Sutton Parish Council

Swaffham Bulbeck Parish Council

Swaffham Prior Parish Council

Wentworth Parish Council

Wicken Parish Council

Wilburton Parish Council

Witcham Parish Council

Witchford Parish Council

Woodditton Parish Council

Westley Waterless Parish Council
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