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1. County Council’s 
planning role



Role includes:
� Preparing planning strategy set out in Structure 

Plan 2003 and responding to Regional Spatial 
Strategy 

� Monitoring how development is progressing

� Drawing up long term plans for Minerals and 
Waste

� Deciding planning applications for certain types of 
development (‘development control’)

� Providing advice to District Councils and others 
on plans and planning applications



Emerging responsibilities:

� Local Economic Assessment - from Local 
Democracy, Economic Development and 
Construction Act 2009

� Lead Local Flood Authority - under Flood and 
Water Management Bill currently going through 
Parliament



2. Regional planning and 
Regional Spatial Strategy 
(RSS) review



� Strategic planning policy set out in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Structure 
Plan 2003

� Policies for sustainable growth in Cambridgeshire, 
regeneration of market towns, growth on 
Cambridge fringes, Northstowe, Guided Busway, 
etc

Structure Plan







Current strategy



� Structure Plans replaced by Regional Spatial 
Strategies (RSSs) for English regions prepared by 
Regional Assemblies (Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004)

� The East of England Plan (May 2008) prepared 
by East of England Regional Assembly (EERA)

� Plan looks forward to 2021
� Sets out housing targets by District, policies for job 

growth, environmental protection, water and flood 
management, transport infrastructure, etc.

� Sets out growth strategy for Cambridgeshire 
based on 2003 Structure Plan 

Regional Spatial Strategy





� Current RSS being reviewed looking forward to 
2031 – ‘East of England Plan > 2031’

� Review being led by East of England Regional 
Assembly (EERA)

� Scenarios for Housing and Economic Growth 
recently consulted on by EERA

� Increased levels of growth being tested for entire 
region

� Increased growth for Cambridgeshire, including 
possibility of new towns

RSS review to 2031



Cambridgeshire response

� Major work undertaken in responding to RSS 
review - working jointly with Cambridgeshire 
Districts and Cambridgeshire Horizons

� Joint Member Panel to guide work

� Purpose – to establish vision for Cambridgeshire 
to 2031 and answer the question - what is a 
sustainable strategy to deliver this vision?

� Evidence base prepared to back up strategy –
Cambridgeshire Development Study (July 
2009)

RSS review



Cambridgeshire response

� Workshops held to involve stakeholders, including 
neighbouring authorities, environmental groups, 
Environment Agency, Highways Agency, utilities 
companies, etc (November 2008, March 2009)

� Public consultation undertaken, including 
roadshow events, questionnaire and competitions 
(September – November 2009)

� Events for businesses and business groups

RSS review



RSS review



Cambridgeshire response:
� Detailed response given to EERA by the Cambridgeshire 

authorities backed up by evidence from Development 
Study

Main points:
� Focus should be on delivering the current strategy
� Considerable infrastructure needed to deliver the current 

strategy
� Potential for regeneration in market towns in north 

Cambridgeshire
� Higher growth scenarios rejected – beyond environmental 

and infrastructure capacity
� New towns not supported 

RSS review



� EERA currently working on preparing a draft Plan 

� Further consultation intended mid 2010

� EERA’s responsibilities will pass to East of 
England Development Agency (EEDA) and Local 
Authority Leaders’ Board from 31 March 2010

� Uncertainty over regional planning arrangements 

� But Cambridgeshire authorities have a jointly 
agreed strategy and supporting evidence to 
influence whatever new arrangements emerge

Next steps



3. County Council’s 
planning functions



Minerals and Waste Plan 
� County Council responsible for preparing 

Minerals and Waste Plan 
� Currently preparing Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Minerals and Waste Plan in 
partnership with Peterborough City Council

� Sets out site specific proposals and planning 
policies looking to 2026 covering:
� Minerals to support growth

� Facilities to manage waste sustainably

� Next stage of consultation February 2010



Development control 
� County Council decides planning applications for 

certain types of development:

� Minerals extraction – e.g. sand, gravel, chalk and 
associated machinery

� Facilities for waste disposal – e.g. recycling, 
composting, incineration, landfill

� Development for services that the County 
Council provides – e.g. schools, libraries, social 
services, roads, etc. 

� Monitoring and enforcement of minerals and 
waste sites



For more information

� Email: 
adrian.tofts@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

� Telephone: 01223 715523

� Website: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/environment/
planning/


