
Negotiating the 
Planning 

Maze

Brian Human

Consultant



Purpose

• Raise awareness of the 
importance of planning in the 
growth agenda

• Familiarise non planners with the 
planning processes

• Build confidence in engaging with 
the planning process

• Reinforce the links between 
planning and the Quality Charter

Land use, environmental, 
transport, social and economic 
planning, and waste and minerals 
planning guided by the Town and 
Country Planning Acts



Who?

Today’s line up:

• Sara Cass – Cambridge City

• Ian Dyer – Cambs County

• Jon Finney – Cambs County

• Brian Human – Consultant

• Jennie Parsons – Hunts District

• Matthew Sharp – Cambs County

• Adrian Tofts – Cambs County

• Toby Williams – Cambridge City

• John Williamson – Go East



Expectations?

Discussion Point

• What do you want to get 
out of today? 



We will look at...

• Why planning?

• The planning system

• Connectivity, planning and
highways

• Development management
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Why Planning?

Discussion Point

• Why do we plan?



Why Planning?

Why Planning?

• Making best use of resources: supply of 
land finite – population and activity 
expands

• Regulates development and use of 
land and resources in public interest –
amenity, viability etc

• Integration of activity and policy 
spatially across social, economic and 
environmental issues

• Addressing climate change issues



Why Planning?

The Roots

• 19th Century rise of London and 
industrial cities - Public health and 
housing

• Public health, community and 
architecture – Garden Cities

• The Planning Acts – e.g.1909, 1947, 
1968, 1991, 2004

• Art or imperfect science? – 1937 
housing land zoned for population of 
291 million



Why Planning?
Scope of Planning

Evolved and expand over time:
• Housing and health
• Land use and building
• Waste and minerals
• 2004 Act – ‘achievement  of sustainable development

Plan documents typically cover:
• Population and housing growth
• Employment and economic development
• Community and local services
• Open space and leisure
• Regeneration 
• Environmental protection
• Renewable energy
• Infrastructure



Why Planning?
Guidance says....

Facilitate sustainable development
• Make land available
• Sustainable economic development
• Protect and enhance environment
• Ensure high quality development
• Support communities

Planning should be:
• Clear and objectives led
• Proactive
• Flexible to reflect priorities/change
• Aim for planning and management, 
rather than control

Plan-led system not a free for all



Why Planning?

The Planning Process

• Community & social (political) goals

• Laws, policies and guidelines

• Development proposals

• Decisions

• Built development



Why Planning?

Key Agencies

• National Government

• EERA & EEDA

• County

• Districts



Why Planning?
Planning and Politics

Planning is about:
• Use of land
• Delivery of services
• Quality of life
• Allocation of resources
• Deciding priorities

Essentially a political process
• Members direct, lead or guide 
• Members make decisions
• The public are engaged

Forget this at our peril



Acronym Buster
•PPS - Planning Policy Statements

•PPG – Planning Policy Guidance

•MPG – Minerals Planning Guidance

•RSS - Regional Spatial Strategy

•RTS – Regional Transport Strategy

•DP – Development Plan

•LDF - Local Development Framework
•
•LDS - Local Development Scheme

• DPD - Development Plan Document 

• SPD - Supplementary Planning
Document

• AAP - Area Action Plan 

• AMR – Annual Monitoring Report

• SCS – Sustainable Community
Strategy 

• LSP - Local Strategic Partnership,

• LAA - Local Area Agreement 

• LPA – Local Planning Authority

• LTP – Local Transport Plan


