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Content:

• Legislation 
• National policy and guidance
• Main Players 

• Current issues
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Legislation
• Primary – Acts of Parliament
• Secondary – Statutory Instruments (Regulations)

Recent key legislation:
• Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 – established new 

development planning approach
• Planning Act 2008 – introduced Infrastructure Planning Commission
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Policy and Guidance

• Planning Policy Statements

• Circulars
• Good Practice Guidance
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Planning Policy Statements
• 25 policy documents covering a wide range of spatial 

planning issues: Housing, transport, economic 
development, the historic environment, biodiversity, 
renewable energy, flooding

• Provide Government’s objectives for the planning system 
on major themes  

• PPSs should be taken into account in the preparation of 
development plans and may be material to decisions on 
individual planning applications
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Infrastructure Planning Commission 

• Launched 1 October 2009 
• Decides large infrastructure projects

• Informed by new set of National Policy 
Statements – covering energy, transport, water, 
waste water and hazardous waste
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• Parliament and the Courts

• Govt depts – principally CLG, but also DfT, 
Defra, BIS, DECC.

• Govt agencies – Planning Inspectorate, Homes 
and Communities Agency, Environment Agency

• National organisations/lobby groups – Home 
Builders Federation, CPRE, NHF, RTPI, CBI
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• Speed vs Quality
• Reform vs stability

• Achieving outcomes in recession 
• Sustainable development & climate change

• The election – what’s next for planning?












