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Local Development Framework

Pre 2004 Act
• Regional Planning Guidance RPG6 2000

• Cambridgeshire Structure Plan 2003

• Local Plans
– e.g. Cambridge & Fenland in use

• Supplementary Planning Guidance
– e.g. East Cambs Rural Diversification 

SPG



Local Development Framework

2004 Act Established
• Regional Spatial Strategy
• Local Development Framework (LDF) 

– Emphasis on local spatial planning
– Vision for places
– Set priorities and land allocation
– Clear policies for development
– Framework for multi sector 

investment
– Action on climate change
– Achievement of sustainable 

communities
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Local Development Framework

Development Plan Documents
• Core Strategy

– Vision
– Strategic Objectives
– Delivery strategy
– Management and monitoring

• Site Specific allocations
– Significant sites allocated for development

• Proposals Map
– Identify protected areas, flood risk, allocated 

development sites
• Area Action Plans

– Planning Framework for areas of significant 

change, e.g. Cambridge East



Local Development Framework

Non Dev Plan Documents

• Local Development Scheme
– Project plan for preparing 

documents
• Statement of Community Involvement

– Who, how and when of 
consultation

• Annual Monitoring Report
– Report on progress

• Supplementary Planning Documents
– Greater detail on DPD policies, 

e.g. Hunts Wind Power SPD 2006



Local Development Framework

Soundness of Plans

Procedural 

• Prepared in compliance with the SCI
• Consultation on drafts
Conformity 

• Consistent with national planning policy 
• Regard to the Sustainable Community 

Strategy.

Coherence and Effectiveness 
• Consistent between DPDs prepared by the 

authority and by neighbouring authorities, 
where cross boundary issues are relevant



Soundness, Evidence

Participation
• Views of the local community and others

Research & Facts

• Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
(SHMA)

• Strategic Housing Land Availability 
(SHLA)

• Employment Land Reviews (ELR)
• Infrastructure studies

Appraisal
• Test alternatives
• Sustainability Appraisal

Local Development Framework



Local Development Framework

LDF & Other Strategies and 
Policies

Gives spatial expression to policies 
& strategies

• Sustainable Community Strategy
• Local Strategic Partnership 
• Local Area Agreements 
• Local Housing Strategy 
• Health Improvement Plans 
• Local Transport Plan 
• Council’s corporate and service 

strategies 
• Quality Charter



Local Development Framework

South Cambs Core Strategy

Ch1 Introduction
• Relationship to other Plans

Ch 2 Strategy
• Strategic vision & objectives
• Green Belt
• Housing provision
• New town Northstowe
• Rural settlement policy
• Rural centres
• Minor rural centres
• Group villages
• Infill 
• Employment provision
• Retail

Ch 3 Phasing and delivery
Ch 4 Monitoring


